B2 First Speaking Part 1 functional language board game

Instructions for students

You need one counter (e.g. an eraser or a coin) per person in your group. Place them all
on the START square of the board on the next page. One of the other people in the group
will ask you a Cambridge First Speaking Part One-style personal question about the topic
and/ or using the word(s) in the square that you are on.

You move around the board by using phrases with some of the functions below while you

are answering the question. You get one point for each kind of phrase for which you use a
phrase that hasn’t been used by anyone yet. You don’t get a point if someone has already
used exactly the same phrase, but even small changes to phrases count as new phrases.

Kinds of phrases which you can get points for:
1. Checking (again) what the question means

2. Commenting on the question/ Filling silence while pausing for thought/ Dealing
with difficult questions

3. Comparing yourself to the other people in your group/ Mentioning things which
other people in your group have said

4. Vague language/ Saying you are not sure (e.g. that you can’t remember exactly)
5. Changing your mind/ Correcting yourself

6. Explaining things/ Explaining things more (e.g. things that the examiner might not
know or understand like names of things which are specific to your country)

7. Giving reasons

Your partner will give one point for each kind of new phrase that you use, so concentrate
on using as much of that kind of language as you can (even if you really understand the
question, don’t really change your mind, etc). You then move one square for each point
that you score, e.g. move three squares if you check what the question means, compare
yourself to someone else and give a reason, all with original phrases.

The winner is the person who has gone furthest around the board when the teacher stops
the game.

After you finish the game, brainstorm useful language for doing each of the things above.
Your group will get one point for each correct thing which none of the other groups thought
of.
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